
 

Music Program Information 2017-18 

Dear Parents, 

School is back in session and it is time to begin our music work!  I am looking forward to another successful year of 

growth and a lot of fun! Here is information to get started. 

Important Dates/Times 

● First day with instruments: Friday, Sept 8 (5th and 6th level students only). 

● Woodsy’s instrument demo date, Friday, Sept 9, 9:00-11:30am. (4th level students only). This will occur in 

the music room.  

● Rehearsals occur every Tuesday and Friday. 

● Winter concert: Jan 12, 10am. Date/time subject to change.  

● End of the year concert: at Hudson High School, Tues, May 29, 6:30 pm.  Date/time subject to change.  

● Possible outreach and other in school performances TBA. 

 

Concert Dress 

Concert dress for upper elementary students and middle school students is a white top, black skirt/dress pants, 

black shoes for girls, and white dress shirt and black pants/shoes for boys. 

Instrument Demo Day - Woodsy’s 

Fourth level students get the opportunity to begin learning an instrument this year! On Friday Sept 8 from 9:00 - 

11:00 am, representatives from Woodsy’s will bring traditional band and string instruments for the students to try. 

HMS Conservatory faculty will also be in attendance to help guide the student. Parents are welcome to attend, but 

are not required. Once your child has tried the instruments, the next steps are: 1) talk as a family, 2) confirm the 

decision with me via email - jrhodes@hudsonmontessori.org or in person, (not all can play the same instrument, so 

I will help guide this process), 3) obtain the instrument and book. The book needed for string instruments, String 

Explorer Vol 1. For band instruments, Standard of Excellence Vol 1.  I recommend renting an instrument versus 

making a purchase.  Woodsy’s, www.woodsy’s.com offers good quality instruments with service to our school 

when repairs are needed.  Friday Sept 15 is the date to have the instrument, book, other items and be ready to go! 

Instruments Accoutrements and Class Necessities (most of these come with the rented instrument) 

 Clarinet, saxophone: reeds, instrument swab, cork grease, 

 Flute: soft cloth, cleaning stick 

 Brass: valve or slide oil, soft cloth  

 String instruments:  rosin, soft cloth, rock stops (cellos)   

 Percussion: drum sticks, (snare) mallets (for bells) All percussionists should have both sticks AND mallets. 

 For all musicians: pencils, music book, metronome/tuning app (many free apps to choose from) If you 

have an actual metronome and/or tuner this will also work.   

 6th level and Middle School students:  black 1” binder with 10 plastic sheet covers  

 

 

 

 

mailto:jrhodes@hudsonmontessori.org


 

 

Playing an instrument is an exciting journey, complete with highs and lows. Becoming accomplished at an requires 

our most patient and persistent efforts. Those who study individually with a teacher who is a master of the 

instrument will achieve this goal if the necessary steps are taken. There are very few activities that bring a person 

as much joy, satisfaction and complete growth as achieving musical excellence. To this end we have formed the 

Hudson Montessori School Conservatory of Music. Conservatory faculty are well respected in their field and I am 

excited that we can offer their expertise and mentorship to our HMS families and the surrounding community. 

Please let me know if you would like more information regarding our programs.   

 

Parenting is difficult enough, and encouraging children to do things that can be challenging for them takes our best 

parenting efforts. It is worth it! Therefore I have created a document entitled "Parent Help!!".  Please review the 

document and identify what works for your situation.  This is a collection of principles and suggestions to help 

music take root in your family.  

 

Let me know if you have questions or concerns at jrhodes@hudsonmontessori.org, (330) 650-0424 ext 115, (801) 

822-1448, cell.  

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

James Rhodes 
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